
DOCENTI:  
CRISTINA RADOSTA  
MARIA ROSA VACCARO

PROGETTO ERASMUS PLUS 2016-1-IT02-KA101-023531 
  A BETTER SCHOOL TO CHANGE OUR TERRITORY 

COURSE ON TEACHING PUPILS  
WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

PORTSMOUTH (UK) 17 – 25 JUNE 2017 



In June 2017 we attended a one week course on teaching pupils with Special Educational Needs 
organized by International Study Programs; our accommodation was at a host family in the city of 
Portsmouth. 
Portsmouth  is a  port  city  in Hampshire, England, mainly on Portsea Island, 70 miles (110  km) 
south-west of London. It is the United Kingdom's only island city, with a population of 205,400.  
In front of Portsmouth is located the Isle of Wight. 
The city's history can be traced to Roman times. Portsmouth has the world's oldest dry dock and 
it is one of the world's best known ports.   Portsmouth International Port  is a commercial cruise 
ship and ferry port for international destinations. The port is the second busiest in the United 
Kingdom after Dover, handling around three million passengers a year.  
Portsmouth is among the few British cities with two cathedrals: the  Anglican Cathedral of St 
Thomas and the Roman Catholic Cathedral of St John the Evangelist.  
The waterfront and  Portsmouth Harbour  are 
dominated by the  Spinnaker Tower, one of 
the United Kingdom's tallest structures at 560 
feet (170 m).  
Nearby  Southsea  is a seaside resort with 
a pier amusement park and Southsea castle, 
built in 1544 by Henry VIII. 
The University of Portsmouth enrols 23,000  
students and is ranked among the  
world's best modern universities.  
Portsmouth is also the birthplace of author  
Charles Dickens. View of Old Portsmouth from the Spinnaker Tower

PORTSMOUTH  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_status_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hampshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsea_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth_International_Port
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral_of_St_John_the_Evangelist,_Portsmouth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth_Harbour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinnaker_Tower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_tallest_structures_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southsea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_Pier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southsea_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Portsmouth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Dickens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Portsmouth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinnaker_Tower


18TH JUNE: WALKING TOUR OF 
PORTSMOUTH  
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our guide!
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19TH JUNE: JOHN POUNDS CENTRE - PORTSMOUTH

LECTURE:  
THE ENGLISH EDUCATION SYSTEM 
FOCUSING ON SPECIAL NEEDS WITH 
PAUL WILLIAMS, A SENCO (SPECIAL 
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS COORDINATOR) 
OF A  SECONDARY SCHOOL, THE 
CROFTON SCHOOL
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19TH JUNE: JOHN POUNDS CENTRE - PORTSMOUTH
LECTURE: THE ENGLISH EDUCATION SYSTEM FOCUSING ON SPECIAL NEEDS WITH A SPECIAL NEEDS CURRICULUM LEADER OF A   
SECONDARY SCHOOL 

  
On 19th June we attended a lecture delivered by Paul Williams, SENCo at Crofton School, 
about English Education System Focusing on Special Needs. At our course partecipated five 
Portuguese teachers.  
After the lecture, deep differences have been highlighted between English Education System 
and Italian System concerning Pupils with SEN: in UK, some students with the most severe or 
complex Needs attend Special Schools, while in Italy ALL children with SEN attend mainstream 
schools. 
English, Italian and Portuguese Institutions have the same established obligations from 
European guidelines about Pupils with SEN  (Inclusion, achieving personal autonomy, 
acquisition of logical skills, elaboration of a personalized plan (IEP) , ecc…). 
In some aspects concerning didactic organization, Italian and Portuguese Systems are similar: 
pupils with SEN are included in normal classes and the additional support is provided by 
specialist teachers, while in England normally by learning support assistants (LSAs). 
English and Portuguese schools, not Italian, provide a learning support intervention By LSAs or 
specialist teachers for pupils with Dyslexia, ADHD, Learning Specific Difficulties, Relational 
issues.  
In Portugal, teachers sometimes provide small group out-of-class support according specific 
difficulties, for example for dyslexic pupils. 

COMPARING ENGLISH, ITALIAN AND PORTUGUESE EDUCATION SYSTEM



20TH JUNE: BOURNE COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
SOUTHBOURNE (WEST SUSSEX)

DAY VISIT TO A SECONDARY SCHOOL WITH INTEGRATED SPECIAL 
NEEDS PUPILS (AGE 11-16) 
Tour of school & observe lessons 
Discussion with Lsa’s and Special Educational Needs 
Coordinator on provision for pupils with a range of learning 
difficulties in the school 
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SOUTHBOURNE (WEST SUSSEX)

Support through Interventions 
When a child is identified as having Special Needs, teachers provide  
interventions that are additional to the school’s usual differentiated curriculum 
and strategies.  
Some students may receive additional support during the curriculum time. 

These interventions may be: 
• Targeted LSA support in class. 
• Out of class group work, focusing on literacy, numeracy and social communication, social and 
emotional literacy. 
• Additional support focusing on the Educational Objectives of the student’s Statement or EHCP 
such as speech and language programmes, physiotherapy programmes. 
• Homework support 
 

Bourne Community College is an 11 to 16 state maintained comprehensive school  
with a Specialist Support Centre for students with social communication needs  
on site. All teachers at Bourne Community College have a responsibility for the 
students in their classes with Special Educational Needs.  
This means they need to provide a suitable environment and appropriate  
work for them. They are supported in this by the SEN department, which uses  
the SEN Code of Practice 2014 as a basis for its policies. 
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SOUTHBOURNE (WEST SUSSEX)

• The SEN support team offers support to students with Special Educational Needs in 
completing homework. 
• Support from external Education, Health and Social Care professionals 
The SEN Department aims to ensure the fullest possible access to the curriculum for 
students with special and additional educational needs. 
The provision is reviewed constantly to ensure it addresses the current needs of students. 
Personalised curriculum 
Modifications to the curriculum are dependent upon the needs of the individual student. 
Any modification is the result of careful discussion between the students, parents and 
staff at Bourne Community College. 

At the Bourne we visited the area dedicated to pupils with Special Educational Needs, we 
observed lessons of various subjects (Cooking, Drama, English, Maths, Science, 
Technology) and we also talked to Lsa’s and teachers.  
It was great!



21TH JUNE: JOHN POUNDS CENTRE - PORTSMOUTH

LECTURE:  
SUPPORT FOR DYSLEXIC PUPILS: STRATEGIES TO OVERCOME PRACTICAL 
BARRIERS FOR DYSLEXIC PUPILS WITH MARY NOON OF BRITISH 
DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION

www.bdadyslexia.org.uk



22TH JUNE: CHICHESTER COLLEGE - CHICHESTER (WEST SUSSEX)

DAY VISIT TO A VOCATIONAL 
COLLEGE 
(AGE 16+) 
Tour of school 
Discussion with Special 
Educational Needs Coordinator on 
provision for students with 
Special Educational Needs, 
strategies to motivate students 
and help them overcome their 
difficulties and to prepare them 
for the world of work www.chichester.ac.uk

http://www.chichester.ac.uk


22TH JUNE: CHICHESTER COLLEGE - CHICHESTER (WEST SUSSEX)

Chichester College is a vocational college of further 
education in Chichester, West Sussex, England.  
It has a second campus at Brinsbury. 
Chichester College has over 15,000 students, of whom  
over 5,000 are full-time (about 4,000 are between 16 
and 18 years old; 1,000 are over 19 and several 
hundred are taking university level courses).  

Students can choose from a wide range of 
courses including: A-levels, BTEC Diplomas at 
Level 3 (vocational A-level equivalents) and 
many vocational qualifications that prepare 
young people and adults for working life about:  
• Arts (Art, Design & Media, Humanities & 

Social Science etc.) 
• Body (Hair & Beauty, Childhood studies etc.) 
• Industry (Catering & Hospitality, 

Construction, Travel & Tourism etc.) 
• Land Based (Agriculture, Veterinary Care, 

Equine, Gardening etc.) 
and so on
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At the Chichester College there are 400 pupils with SEN, 13/14 SEN teachers and about 100 LSAs. 
Teachers who welcomed us in the school gave us several papers they use: 
• Post 16 Education and Health Care Plan 
• A booklet to record pupils’ views in preparation for their Annual Review Meeting  
• A booklet for parents to record useful informations about needs of their sons 
• Learner portrait  
• Form to complete by Educational Setting prior to the Annual Review meeting 
• Form to give Additional Support for pupils without EHCP  

At the Chichester College, they can offer support with any disability, including: 
• 	 Physical disabilities 
• 	 Learning difficulties and disabilities 
• 	 Sensory impairments, such as visual or hearing difficulties 
• 	 Mental health problems 

  The type of support they offer includes: 
• 	 In-class support from learning support assistants (LSAs) 
• 	 Individual or small group out-of-class support from qualified additional support tutors 
• 	 Use of specialist software and equipment 
• 	 Guidance and support from experienced staff 
• 	 Liaison with external support agencies 
• 	 Communication support workers and note takers to aid those with hearing difficulties   
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At Chichester 
College there are 
some courses 
dedicated to 
pupils with SEN:  

• Personal 
progress 

• Skills for 
Independence 

• Skills for work 
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